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WEEKEND HAPPENINGS

Next issue will be printed 
September 3rd 

Deadline for all ad copy and news  
Friday, August 28th

Email your news and events to thebeltandbeyond@gmail.com 

First United Methodist Church (FUMC) Bangor Free Luncheon 
The First United Methodist Church (FUMC) in Bangor will 
offer a Free sit down luncheon on Sunday, August 23rd, 
at 12:30PM (held every 4th Sunday of the month) in the 
Fellowship Hall. Please enter at the alley entrance off of 
North 3rd Street, Bangor, PA.

Pen Argyl and Wind Gap Summer Sounds Concert
Enjoy the sounds of the band Better Off Now (Classic Rock 
Band with a Twist) on Sunday, August 23rd at the Weona 
Park band shell, Rt. 512 Pen Argyl, Pa. Concert is free and 
begins at 6:00PM. This is the last concert of the Summer 
Sounds concert series. *For Pen Argyl, please watch for 
notifications on Pen Argyl Borough website, Facebook, 
Nixel, etc. for any weather related change of venue or 
rescheduling of the event.

Plainfield Twsp. Vol Fire Co. Sportsman’s Drawing & Meat Raffle 
The Plainfield Twsp. Vol Fire Co. Sportsman’s Drawing & 
Meat Raffle will hold a Sportsman’s Drawing & Meat Raffle 
Saturday, August 22nd 3:00-8:00PM. Doors open at 
2:00PM raffle starts at 3:00PM. 6480 Sullivan Trail  Wind 
Gap, Pa. 18091.                             See ad on page 3 for details

Bangor Borough Parks and Recreation Pooch Plunge 
Bangor Borough Parks and Recreation will hold a Pooch 
Plunge on Sunday, August 23rd, 11:00AM-1:00PM 
entrance free and waiver at the door. All dogs must be 
leashed. Bangor Memorial Park Pool, 90 Eisenhart Blvd., 
Bangor, Pa. 18013.

104th Annual West End Fair 
The 104th Annual West End Fair will be held August 
23-29. 2026. 570 Fairgrounds Road. Gilbert Pa. 18331. 
thewestendfair.com

NATIONAL DAYS
AUGUST IS NATIONAL PEACH MONTH

AUGUST 20 NATIONAL BACON LOVERS DAY
AUGUST 21 SENIOR CITIZEN'S DAY
AUGUST 24 NATIONAL WAFFLE DAY 
AUGUST 25 BANANA SPLIT DAY 
AUGUST 26 NATIONAL DOG DAY
AUGUST 28 NATIONAL THOUGHTFUL DAY
AUGUST 30 NATIONAL BEACH DAY
AUGUST 31  NATIONAL MATCHMAKER DAY

mailto:thebeltandbeyond@gmail.com
http://www.thebeltandbeyond.com
mailto:kszar.thebeltandbeyond@gmail.com
mailto:thebeltandbeyond@gmail.com
mailto:thebeltandbeyond@gmail.com
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Upcoming Events continued on page 6

Christ Presbyterian Church of the Slate Belt Hospitality Luncheon
Christ Presbyterian Church of the Slate Belt invites 
you to join them on Saturday, August 29th, 11:30AM-
1:30PM. Dine in or Take out.  Luncheons are held on the 
last Saturday of the month. The church is located at 332 
Kennedy Drive, Bangor, PA.

Jacosburg August Programs 
Butterflies of Jacobsburg - Saturday, August 29th 9:30am-
11:00am.  Join us for this walk through the fields of Jacobsburg 
in search of these flying gems. We’ll show you how to quickly 
identify local species and the best places to look for them.  
Participants should wear comfortable shoes. A hat, bottled 
water, and sunscreen are recommended. This program is best 
for families with children ages 8 and up. Registration is required.
Botanical Treasures of Jacobsburg - Saturday, August 29th 
1:30pm-3:30pm. Join us as we explore the park and search for 
late-summer blooms. Be prepared for a moderate hike that may 
involve muddy slopes and uphill climbs. Please bring water, a 
snack, and wear sturdy shoes. This program is best for families 
with children ages 8 and up. Registration is required. View and 
register for community programs online at 
https://events.dcnr.pa.gov/search/events?order=date&search=jacobsburg.
If you need an accommodation to participate in a program, 
please contact the park office at 610-746-2801.

Saturday, August 22, 2026
3:00PM to 8:00 PM (Doors open at 2:00 PM Raffle 3:00PM)

PLAINFIELD TWSP. VOL. FIRE CO.
SPORTMAN’S DRAWING &SPORTMAN’S DRAWING &
MEAT RAFFLEMEAT RAFFLE
Tickets $10 or 3 for $25

6480 Sullivan Trail Wind Gap, PA 18091

Food & Beverage included with ticket                    SGOC # 25-0006

30 GREAT PRIZES
1. 2026 Polaris Ranger 500

DOOR PRIZES

50/50

      TRICKY TRAY 

2. Winchester SXP Defender 
    12 GA
3. Rock Island 1911 Rock Ultra 
    10MM
4. Traeger Pro Series 22 Pellet 
    Grill/Smoker
5. Taurus TX22 22LR
6. Ruger SP101 S.S.357 MAG
7. Pelican Vault Rifle Case
8. 1000 Rounds of 9MM
9. Henry Golden Boy 22LR
10. Stoeger Condor O/U 12 GA, 
      20GA or 410
11. Redington Crosswater Fly 
      Rod Combo
12. S&W M&P - 15 Sport III5.56
13. Kimber MICR09 Liberty 9MM
14. Vortex Diamond Back HD 
      Binoculars
15. S&W Shield X 9MM

16. Ruger American Gen II 
      Predator Asst. Cal
17. Tidewe 360 Ground Blind
18. Silencerco Scythe TI .30 Cal 
      Suppressor
19. Stoeger M3000 12GA
20. Bog Tripod
21. Tikka 3TX Hunter 6.5 
      Creedmor
22. Tactacam Reveal 3.0
23. Byrna Les Lethal Kinetic 
      Launcher
24.Taurus Raging Hunter 44 Mag
25. Cabela’s Meat Processing Kit
26. Winchester XPR Sporter .300 
      Win Mag
27. 28” Blackstone
28. Ruger Harrier AR556 5.56
29. Glock 43X 9MM
30. 2026 Polaris Sportsman 450 H.O.

ADDITIONAL RAFFLESADDITIONAL RAFFLES

$4000 MYSTERY SAFE

TICKETS MONDAY NIGHTS 6:30PM-8:30PM or 
THURSDAY NIGHTS DURING BINGO 4:30PM-9:00PM

AT THE FIREHOUSE OR BUY ONLINE

Christ Ev. Lutheran Church Take Out Chicken BBQ 
Christ Ev. Lutheran Church will hold stake out Chicken BBQ 
& Homemade Ice Cream Sunday, September 6th. Pick 
up 12:00PM to 2:00PM. Christ Ev. Lutheran Church, 703 S. 
Delaware Drive, Mt. Bethel, PA.

EAST BANGOR PARK
9:30 A.M. 

(Some chairs will be available, but bring your own if you can!)

at

OUTDOOR COMMUNITY
WORSHIP!

RallyRallyRally
DayDayDay

SUNDAY, AUGUST 30TH

Join us forJoin us for

POTLUCK LUNCHEON IN PAVILION
FOLLOWING WORSHIP

Enjoy a morning of open-air worship, good food,
old-time games for the family, and Christian

fellowship in our town’s beautiful park! 
Hosted by 

East Bangor United Methodist Community Church

EBUMCC Rally Day 
The East Bangor United Methodist Community Church 
welcomes the community to join in celebrating Rally Day 
on Sunday, August 30th, at the Blaine Reimel Memorial 
Park in East Bangor.  Open-air worship will begin at 
9:30AM (bring a lawn chair or blanket).  This will be 
followed by a potluck luncheon under the park pavilion. 
Join us as we usher in the fall season and the start of a 
new school year. 610-588-4453 or  www.ebumc.org     

See ad at right for details

Palmerton Community Festival 
The Palmerton Community Festival will be held on 
September 11th, 12th, 13th at Palmerton Borough 
Park,322 Delaware Ave.,Palmerton, PA 18071 
www.palmertonfestival.com          See ad on page 5 for details

Slate Belt Chamber Designer Purse Bingo 
Join the Slate Belt Chamber for a Designer Purse Bingo 
on Sunday, September 13th, 1:00 PM at the Bangor Elks, 
120 Broadway, Bangor, PA. For tickets call 610-588-1000.

See ad on page 5 for details

Auxiliary of Rescue Fire Co Paint & Sip 
The auxiliary of Rescue Fire Co. will hold a Fall Paint & 
Sip Saturday, September 13th 6:00 PM at the firehouse, 
209 Pennsylvania Ave, Bangor, PA 18013. For tickets call 
Ashley 484-903-4918.

https://events.dcnr.pa.gov/search/events?order=date&search=jacobsburg
http://www.ebumc.org
http://www.palmertonfestival.com
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Send us your non-profit organizations events. 
Free event listing includes: event, date, time and contact information ONLY 

Email:thebeltandbeyond@gmail.com
or mail to The Belt and Beyond, P.O. Box 33, Bangor, PA. 18013

BHS Class of 1981 45th Class Reunion
   The Bangor High School Class of 1981 will hold their 
45th class reunion on Saturday, September 26, from 
1:00PM - 4:00PM at Richmond Farm & Brewery located 
at 1290 Five Points - Richmond Road, Bangor, Pa. 
Come and enjoy the afternoon catching up with friends 
in this relaxed atmosphere that includes a delicious 
barbecue menu.  Cost is $45 per person. Payment can 
be made via Zelle @ BHS Class of 81 or pay by check 
payable to BHS Class of 81 mailed to Paige DePue, 
1400 Five Points Richmond Road, Bangor, Pa. 18013. 
Deadline to register and pay is September 5, 2026.

Classes of 1961 from BHS, PAHS and Pius X Reunion 
   Members of the Class of 1961 from Bangor, Pen Argyl, 
and Pius X high schools celebrated their 65th Reunion 
with a picnic at Weona Park on Friday, August 7th. 

BHS Class of 1976 50th Class Reunion
   The Bangor High School Class of 1976 will celebrate 
its 50th class reunion on Saturday, November 7, 2026, at 
Llantrisant Event Center, 336 Bushkill Street, Tatamy, PA. 
This fun-filled event will include cocktails, entertainment, 
a gourmet dinner, and desserts in a beautiful setting. 
Details and payment instructions are available on our 
Facebook page, or by contacting Mary Jo Comunale-
Krafty at kraftylady@ptd.net or Cheryl Smith at 
gbfan58@yahoo.com. Deadline to register and pay is 
September 1, 2026.
   Classmates are encouraged to share this 
announcement with other members of the Class of 
1976 so everyone has a chance to attend. It will be a 
wonderful opportunity to rekindle old friendships and 
celebrate the kinship we share with the past. Nothing 
greater than a 76'er Slater!

BVFS Baby Photo Contest Winners. 
   The Blue Valley Farm Show has announced the winners 
of the 2026 Baby Photo contest. 
1st place: Trace Smith, Parents Jeff and Kelsey Smith
2nd place: Grace Rutt
3rd place: Rosalina Courtright

First Place Winner Trace Smith

Thank You 
   I would like to give a heartfelt Thank You to Vinny’s 
Pizza. ​As Mayor of Bangor nothing makes me prouder 
than seeing our community step up to support the 
people who protect and serve our community. During a 
recent long and grueling extended emergency call the 
crew at Vinny’s Pizza generously donated hot meals to to 
our dedicated firefighters. 
​   Our first responders volunteer so much of their time 
and energy to protect our borough. Businesses like 
Vinny's Pizza show the true heart of our community.They  
step up to care for our hometown heroes deserve to be 
recognized and supported in return. So the next time 
you're deciding on dinner, consider picking up a pie from 
Vinny's to show them how much we appreciate their 
generous donation!
​   On behalf of our entire community, thank you to 
Vinnie’s Pizza for your incredible generosity and 
unwavering support for our Fire Department. 

Mayor David McCloughan 

mailto:kraftylady@ptd.net
mailto:gbfan58@yahoo.com
mailto:thebeltandbeyond@gmail.com
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THE SLATE BELT CHAMBER PRESENTS:

 BEARY CLEANING
“We Do It All” 

          Family owned home cleaning since 2009 
      Budget friendly and 100% trust worthy!

We focus on exceptional service. 
Offering residential and

office cleanings. 
    Also available for 
    move in/move out 

       cleaning services.

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE  484-867- 5022
SERVING NAZARETH, FORKS TWSP., THE SLATE BELT AND SURROUNDING AREAS.

PROOF

37th Annual Palmerton Community Festival 
September 11, 12, 13, 2026

Palmerton Borough Park 
322 Delaware Ave., Palmerton, Pa. 18071 

Rain or Shine Event     Free Parking   Free Entertainment  
BINGO, RIDES, GAMES, LUNCHBAG RAFFLE, 
LOCAL FOODS, CRAFTS, DEMONSTRATIONS, 

CONTINUOUS ENTERTAINMENT

RIDE SPECIAL
Pay 1 Price for rides $20 Per Person

friday 5:00-9:00 PM
saturday 1:00-5:00 PM

sunday 2:00-6:00PM

* Please note for everyone’s safety Palmerton Borough Park  is a 
Non Smoking Park Non Service animals are not permitted in the park. 

No bikes/skateboards/scooters.           www.palmertonfestival.com

FRIDAY, SEPT. 11th   5:00PM-11:00PM
Opening Ceremonies 5:00PM Main Stage

SOUTH PENN DIXIE - 5:30-7:30PM
1970’s MIDNIGHT ROCK SHOW - 8:30-10:30PM

SATURDAY, SEPT12SATURDAY, SEPT12thth    11:00AM-11:00PM   11:00AM-11:00PM
PALMERTON COMMUNITY BAND 12:00-1:30PMPALMERTON COMMUNITY BAND 12:00-1:30PM

IVORY BLU 2:00-3:00PMIVORY BLU 2:00-3:00PM
THE STEELWORKER’S POLKA BAND 3:30PM-5:30PMTHE STEELWORKER’S POLKA BAND 3:30PM-5:30PM

RICHIE AND THE HIGHEST ROCKERS 6:00-7:30PMRICHIE AND THE HIGHEST ROCKERS 6:00-7:30PM
CJ Solar and the Old Souls 8:30-10:30PM CJ Solar and the Old Souls 8:30-10:30PM 

  SUNDAY, SEPT. 13 12:00M-9:00PM
NOWHERE SHOW 1:00-3:30PM 

THE REHRIG BROTHERS 4:30-6:00PM 
AM RADIO TRIBUTE BAND 7:00-9:00PM

859 Nazareth Pike 
(inside Inspire Salon Suites)

Nazareth, Pa 18064  
610-554-9632

www.amethystbeautyco.com

Fresh cuts, beautiful color, and 
smooth, healthy hair to start 

the school year with confidence.

Appointments fill fast—book yours today!
Laid-Back Luxury. Beautiful Hair. Personalized Care.

BACK TO SCHOOL HAIR STARTS HERE!BACK TO SCHOOL HAIR STARTS HERE!BACK TO SCHOOL HAIR STARTS HERE!

http://www.amethystbeautyco.com
http://www.palmertonfestival.com


6 COMMUNITY NEWS
Slate Belt Heritage Center News

   The Slate Belt Heritage Center will hold their monthly 
historic program on Thursday, September 10th, 
7:00 PM. Join: Conductor, Researcher, Teacher and 
Technician, Joshua E. Long, PHD of Art and Music 
Emporium, Inc. for his program "The Golden Age of 
Bands (1880-1930) in the Slate Belt". Explore significant 
performances that occurred during a time in America 
when military, community and institutional bands were 
evolving, admired and captivated many. This hype 
caused a surge of performance tours like the John Philip 
Sousa Band  that sparked local ensembles to exist such 
as the Bangor Yellow Jackets, Roseto Chieftains, Blue 
Eagles Drum and Bugle Corps, Roseto Cornet Band, 
Slate Belt Boys Band, Bethlehem Steel Company Band, 
East Bangor Cornet Band, Bernie Parsons Orchestra 
and The Bangor Band along with many religious and 
institutional bands. The Golden Age of Bands was an era 
in which genuine enthusiasm for music and community 
involvement was clearly evident and when towns sought 
to fund local civic music programs. The discussion will 
provide an overview of that time through the repertoire 
performed, historical musical engagement and musical 
groups that existed and flourished. The program is free 
and open to the public. For additional information please 
contact: Karen Brewer at 484-894-5661.

Comunale Family Scholarship Recipients Announced
   The 81st Annual Comunale Family Reunion was held 
August 9, 2026, at the Roseto Ball Park. This year’s 
scholarship recipients are Jacob Smith and Brianna 
Kale. 
   Jacob, son of Matthew and Charlene Smith and 
grandson of Michelena (Comunale) and Ted Smith, 
Bangor, is a 2026 graduate of Bangor High School. He 
will attend Saint Joseph’s University this fall, majoring in 
Business Intelligence and Analytics.
   Brianna Kale, daughter of Shawn and Tasha 
(Comunale) Kale and granddaughter of the late Jimmy 
and Bonnie (Ott) Comunale, is also a 2026 graduate 
of Bangor High School. She will attend Millersville 
University this fall, majoring in Art Education.
   The Comunale Scholarship was established to 
provide college grants to descendants of Anthony 
and Rosario Comunale, who migrated to the United 
States from Salerno, Italy, in the early 1900s. Eligibility 
requires applicants to submit a written essay describing 
their lineage to the Comunale family, which is read 
at the reunion. The Comunale reunion has long held 
the tradition of celebrating on the second Sunday of 
August each year. Next year’s scholarship is open to all 
high school graduates who meet the criteria. To apply, 
contact your high school guidance counselor or Mary Jo 
(Comunale) Krafty at kraftylady@ptd.net. The deadline to 
apply is April 30.

MT Bethel Vol Fire Co Ladies Aux. Designer Purse Bingo 
The MT Bethel Vol Fire Co. Ladies Aux. will hold a Designer 
Purse Bingo on Saturday, September 26th, Doors Open at 
1:00PM Bingo starts at 3:00PM. For tickets call Michelle 
484-523-3379 or tickets available at the door. Mt Bethel Vol 
Fire Co., 2341 N Delaware Drive, Mt. Bethel,  Pa. 18343. 

MBVFCO Ladies Aux. Spaghetti Dinner 
The Mt Bethel Vol. Fire Co. Ladies Auxiliary will host a 
Spaghetti Dinner on Sunday, September 20, 
2:00-4:00PM Sit down dinner or carry out available. 
Pre-rders call or text 908-672-9961. Mt Bethel Fire Hall, 
Delaware Drive, Mt Bethel, Pa. 18343. 

Ackermanville United Methodist Church Free Meal 
Ackermanville United Methodist Church free community
Drive-thru meal will be held on Sunday, September 20th, 
at 3:00PM. The church hosts a free monthly community
Drive-thru meal every 3rd Sunday of the month. The church
is located at 1410 Ackermanville Rd., Ackermanville, PA.

St John Indoor/Outdoor Sale 
St. John Lutheran Church, Pen Argyl will hold an Indoor/
Outdoor Sale Saturday, September 19th, 8:00AM-2PM. 
St. John Lutheran Church, 12 N. Westbrook Ave. Pen Argyl, 
Pa 18072.Crafters and Vendors wanted Call Gail at 
610-588-7545.

Weona Park Pool Pals Meeting September Meeting
   The next meeting of the Weona Park Pool Pals will be held 
on Monday, September 14th, 7:00PM at the Pen Argyl 
Borough Hall, on Robinson Ave, Pen Argyl. The public is 
invited and encouraged to attend. FMI or to offer help with 
fundraising please call 610-863-6472. Donors areasked 
to make checks payable to: Pen Argyl Athletic andPark 
Association and mail to: Weona ParkPool Pals, P.O. Box 42, 
Pen Argyl, PA 18072. All donations are tax deductible.

EBUMCC Fall Book Study
   The East Bangor United Methodist Community Church 
is hosting a Fall Book Study. Using the book “Why? 
Making Sense of God's Will", by Adam Hamilton.  
The study begins on Wednesday, September 9th  at 
10:00AM and continues thru Wednesday,  October 
21st,(no session on Wed. Oct. 7th). To purchase a book, 
call Pastor Dave  (570-556-9482) by by August 15th. 
The book study will be available online and recorded on 
the church's YouTube channel (ebumc.org).  The church 
is located at 136 W. Central Ave. (Rt. 512), E. Bangor, PA.

707 AMERICAN BANGOR ROAD (RT 512)(BETWEEN BANGOR & PEN ARGYL)
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 610-417-0959

Sunday, September 20, 2026
7:30am-12:30pm

Adults $15   Children 6-12 $7   UNDER 6 FREE

Homemade Creamed Chipped Beef, Homefries (with or 
without onions), Scrambled Eggs, French Toast, Pancakes, 
Kielbasa, Scrapple, Pork Sausage, Turkey Sausage, Bacon, 

Ham, DESSERT BAR
DRINKS: Orange Juice, Apple Juice, Coffee, Tea, Hot Chocolate

SERVING OUR MONTHLY BREAKFAST SINCE 1991 

All You Can Eat BreakfastAll You Can Eat Breakfast
BLUE VALLEY FARM SHOWBLUE VALLEY FARM SHOW

CREAM 
CHIPPED 

BEEF 
$14 Quart

mailto:kraftylady@ptd.net
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Families First Awarded Neighborhood 
Grant from The Starbucks Foundation 
to support the students and families 
of the Pen Argyl Area School District.
   Families First of Pen Argyl has 
received a $1,000.00 Neighborhood 
Grant from The Starbucks Foundation, 
recognizing its work to support and 
provide much needed support to the 
Students and their families who attend 

the Pen Argyl Area School District.  
   The grant was a result of the nomination from 
a local Starbucks partner, Leslie Onisick who has 
seen the organization’s impact firsthand.  Through 
the Neighborhood Grants program, The Starbucks 
Foundation invites partner-led nominations and 
considers insights from Starbucks partners to awarded 
grants to nonprofits and charities making a meaningful 
difference in the communities they serve.  
   “We are so appreciative for Leslie’s nomination for 
the grant.” “ It is so wonderful to know that the work 
we are doing is being noticed and appreciated by the 
community.”  “We are so fortunate to have received such 
an amazing contribution and it will certainly help us make 
an impactful difference as our students will soon be 
returning to school.”
   Since 2019, The Starbucks Foundation has awarded 
more than 19.000 grants totaling over $30 million across 
North America.  In Wind Gap, Neighborhood Grants are 
one way Starbucks demonstrates how local partnerships 
between Starbucks partners, customers and nonprofits 
are strengthening the communities.  
   The Starbucks Foundation’s Neighborhood Grants 
program supports grassroots, community-led nonprofit 
organizations making a difference in their community.  
With Starbucks partners leading the way, Starbucks 
helps strengthenscommunities in serves.  Neighborhood 
Grants also help deepen local impact and inspire 
ongoing partner engagement with nonprofit organizations 
and Charites that work in their communities.
   “Starbucks has always been the community 
coffeehouse-a place where connections and joy come 
to life, let by partners,” saidKelly Goodejohn, executive 
director of The Starbucks Foundation.  “Through 
Neighborhood Grants, our partners inspire millions in 
funding to local organizations making a meaningful 
difference, from addressing hunger to supporting youth.  
We’re proud to support the causes our partners care 
deeply about.  When we invest in our partners, they help 
strengthen their communities.  
   Thanks Leslie!  We are proud to partner with you and 
Starbucks!

BINGOBINGO
⭐ EVERY MONDAY NIGHT ⭐

PROGRESSIVE JACKPOT
TREASURE CHEST

PIGGY - WINNER TAKES ALL!

RANDOM MONDAY 
MYSTERY BINGO

PULL TABS 
FREE COFFEE 

REFRESHMENTS

5th Annual
Blue Collar Scholarship 

Motorcycle & Truck Show
in Memory of Aonghus Oakley Ames Miller 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12
12:00 PM - 5:00 PM

Hosted by AOAM Foundation at 
Blue Valley Farm Show Grounds, 

707 American Bangor Road, Bangor, PA.
$25 Pre General Registration 

$30 Limited VIP Registration Only 
Pre Registration at aoam.foundation@gmail.com

$30 Day of Registration 

LIVE MUSIC GIVE AWAYSFOOD TRUCKS

NEW THIS YEAR: MOTORCYCLES
Motorcycle Categories: 

Best in Show; Best Custom; Best Standard.
NEW TRUCK CATEGORIES: 

Best in Show; Best Toyota; Best Jeep; Most Patriotic; 
Best Work Truck; Best Daily Driver.

www.thebeltandbeyond.com

“Let us remember: one book, one pen, one 
child and one teacher can change the world.”

~ Malala Yousafzai

SCHOOL IS 
IN SESSION 
STAY ALERT!

SLOW DOWN • sTOP FOR BUSES 
• YIELD TO PEDESTRIANS •

ii

ii

ii

ii

ii

School’s Back!School’s Back!
Watch for ChildrenWatch for Children    

Always Stop Always Stop 
for Buses for Buses 

Never pass aNever pass a  
school bus school bus 
Stay AlertStay Alert  

ii

ii

ii
ii

ii
ii

ii

ii

ii
ii

ii

ii

mailto:aoam.foundation@gmail.com
http://www.thebeltandbeyond.com
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 Plainfield Township Vol. Fire Co.
6480 SULLIVAN TRAIL, WIND GAP, PA.

BINGO EVERY THURSDAY
PROGRESSIVE JACKPOTS,PROGRESSIVE JACKPOTS,

PULL TAB TICKETS, & PIGGY!PULL TAB TICKETS, & PIGGY!
Doors open at 4:30 PM •  BINGO 6:30 PM

Plainfield Volunteer Fire Co.
6480 Sullivan Trail, Wind Gap, PA.

Over 40 years experience
Specializing in spray foam 

insulation solutions. 
We’re experts in commercial building 

insulation, residential insulation, 
and problem crawl space remediation.

Commercial and Residential 
Servicing Pennsylvania and New Jersey

(570) 629-5090      www.sprayfoaminsulate.com

Call today to schedule your FREE ESTIMATE
570-620-7022

“Servicing Monroe County and neighboring communities”“Servicing Monroe County and neighboring communities”
TREE TRIMMING & REMOVAL

FREE ESTIMATES • FULLY INSURED
REFERENCES AVAILABLE

 MATTHEW SZARZYNSKI, Experienced Arborist
uprootedtree1@gmail.com

Bangor Parks and Recreation  Seeks Groups for 
Pumpkin Carving Contest for Octoberfest

   Calling all pumpkin carvers! ! It's time to start 
thinking about getting your friends group, non-profit 
organizations, scout troops, neighbors, co-workers, 
businesses, sports teams, or any group to enter the 
annual Bangor Parks and Recreation Octoberfest themed 
pumpkin carving contest. 
   Entering the contest is easy! Call Sherry Haycock 
at 610-588-6894 to reserve your theme (no duplicate 
themes will be permitted) Examples of themes: 
Ghostbusters, Harry Potter, Disney, use your imagination!
   To enter you will need to provide a minimum of 4 
carved pumpkins all aligned with your theme (5-18 
pumpkins work best. Some favorites over the years have 
been the ones with shaved and carved components.) 
Feel free to provide additional props to go along with 
your pumpkins!
   Pumpkins must be lit (we recommend white holiday 
lights) so we ask that you provide your own long 
extension cord and lights.
   Octoberfest will be held Saturday, October 17th 
and Sunday, October 18th at Bangor Memorial Park. 
Interested vendors can email bangorparkboard@gmail.
com for an application. Anyone interested in volunteering 
their time for the Bangor Parks and Recreation  Board or 
any of the events please contact Sherry at 610-588-6894 
or email bangorparkboard@gmail.com

National Dog Day Celebrated on August 26
   National Dog Day is observed annually on August 26th. 
This day encourages dog ownership of all breeds, mixed 
and pure breed and embraces the opportunity for all 
dogs to live a happy, safe and abuse-free life. Dogs bring 
companionship, love  and joy to our lives. The purpose 
of National Dog Day is to raise awareness about the 
importance of rescuing dogs from shelters and celebrate 
the unconditional love that dogs provide. Please consider 
adopting a dog from a shelter before you shop for one. 
There are many local shelters overflowing with dogs of all 
breeds looking for their forever home. 

Look no Further
Having one special person for 

your car, home and life insurance 
lets you get down to business 

with the rest of your life. 
It’s what I do.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company.
State Farm Indemnity Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company,

State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL1101201.1    

Debbie Pettinari, Agent
106 S Broadway

Wind Gap, PA 18091
debbie.pettinari.wz73@statefarm.com

mailto:uprootedtree1@gmail.com
http://www.sprayfoaminsulate.com
mailto:bangorparkboard@gmail.com
mailto:debbie.pettinari.wz73@statefarm.com


9August 20, 2026

���

No End to Learning
by Robert L. Martin 

Kids you are so, so lucky. You have 
so many years left to learn. Time 
is on your side. There is no end to 

learning. When school was over for 
me way back when, I didn’t stop 

learning. I wish there were 30 hours 
in a day. What knowledge to be 

learned in too short a time, yields 
not enough days in which to learn 

it. To know everything is impossible, 
so to know as much as we can is 
sufficient. Education of the human 
mind commences in the cradle and 

the schools help to move it up to 
a new plateau, the better life that 

we make for ourselves through our 
desire to never stop learning. 

H&R BLOCK - BANGOR
215B South First Street
Bangor, PA 18013
610-588-0011

Learn taxes at our Block School beginning 9/14/26

Tax Season 2027

AM and PM Classes available.
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Portland Upper Mt Bethel Food Bank P.U.M.P.
   The Portland Upper Mt Bethel Food Pantry P.U.M.P. is 
open Mondays 8:30AM to 11:30AM. P.U.M.P. is located 
at 111 State Street in Portland. The phone number is 
570-897-5847.

Mission of Love Food Bank
   Every Tuesday 8:00AM to 11:00AM, 555 North Main.
Street, Bangor, PA. Questions contact Pastor Frank Pons
(570) 807-7794. Check Facebook for distribution day and 
weather related changes.

Area Food Pantries

Helping Hands Food Pantry at 
Stroudsburg Wesleyan Church

   1st and 3rd Fridays of each month from 5:00 PM - 
6:00 PM. Drive Thru Pick Up parking lot opens at 4:30 PM. 
915 North 5th Street , Stroudsburg, PA. For more 
information contact the church 570-421-0750

St. Elizabeth/St. Joseph Food Ministry
   Corner of Genoga St. and Rte. 512, Wind Gap. The 
second and fourth Saturdays of each month from 
9:00AM-10:00AM. Contact Katherine Kerler for more 
information:610-863-7542.

John Wesley Covenant Church 
   19 West Street in Wind Gap. The church offers free meals 
to the community every third Thursday of the month.

Bethel Bible Church Food Pantry
   Every Saturday 9:30AM - 11:00AM. 7742 N. Delaware 
Drive, (Rt 611), Martins Creek PA. FMI call (908) 483-8231.

Free Meal Cross Roads Baptist Church
Crossroads Baptist Church offers a free meal the second 
Sunday of every month 3:00PM -? 
201 S. Second Street, Bangor, Pa.

Benders Menonite Church Food Pantry & Blessing Shop
The Benders Menonite Church Food Pantry & Blessing 
Shop Saturday, August 15th, 9:00AM -11:00AM (held 
every 3rd Saturday of the month). All are welcome, PA 
ID card required. 975 Benders Church Rd., Pen Argyl, Pa. 

Jacobsburg Community Programs for September 
Hike for Health - Wednesdays, September 2 & 30, 2026 at 5:30pm to 7:00pm. Get moving after 
work with a brisk hike at Jacobsburg! These guided monthly hikes are 2 to 3 miles over uneven 
terrain. You must be able to maintain a hiking pace of two miles per hour to attend. Dogs are 
welcome to hike on a leash. Registration is not required. Join the email reminder list by contacting us 
at 610-746-2801 or jacobsburgsp@pa.gov.
Weekly Weeders - Mondays, September 7, 14, 21, 28, 2026 8:30am to 10:30am. Interested in 
learning more about gardening with native plants? Volunteer to mulch, pull weeds, divide plants, 
and amend soil in the center's native plant garden. We provide instruction, tools, and weeding mats. 
This is a seasonal opportunity. Registration is required through the DCNR Calendar of Events or the 
Conservation Volunteer systemhttps://dcnrvolunteers.pa.gov/.
Dutch Oven Campfire Cooking - Saturday, September 12, 2026 10am to 1pm. Have you been 
looking for delicious campfire recipes? Join us to learn the basics of campfire cooking with a Dutch 
Oven! We'll cover general instruction on getting the most from a cast iron Dutch Oven and then 
participants will have the opportunity to prepare lunch. We'll provide ingredients for soup, a main 
dish, a side, and dessert.
The menu includes: Soups: Vegetarian Chili, Sausage Stew; Main Course: Turkey; Sides: Cornbread, 
Fry Bread; Dessert: Chocolate Cherry Cake, Apple Pie, Monkey Bread. Please let us know ahead of 
time if you have any food allergies or dietary restrictions and we will do our best to accommodate 
them. Wear comfortable clothes and bring water and your appetite. This program is open to ages 6 
and up. There is a non-refundable $15.00 registration fee for this program. Online registration closes 
on September 10. Please contact the office at 610-746-2801 to register after that date.
Monarch Madness - Adults Only - Wednesday, September 16, 2026 1pm to 3pm. All Monarch 
Madness programs help contribute to citizen science for Monarch Watch, a conservation and 
research program based at the University of Kansas. Participants will learn to catch, handle, and tag 
monarch butterflies. We will also discuss current conservation efforts and ways that you can help the 
species to thrive throughout their life cycle.
Family Science Night - Monarch Madness - Friday, September 18, 2026 6pm to 7:30pm.
   During this program you will have the opportunity to participate as a citizen scientist for Monarch 
Watch, a conservation and research program based at the University of Kansas. Participants will learn 
to catch, handle, and tag monarch butterflies. We will also discuss current conservation efforts and 
ways that you can help the species to thrive throughout its life cycle. This program is specifically for 
families with young children. Registration is required.
Monarch Madness - Saturday, September 19, 2026 10am to 12pm. During this program you will 
have the opportunity to participate as a citizen scientist for Monarch Watch, a conservation and 
research program based at the University of Kansas. Participants will learn to catch, handle, and tag 
monarch butterflies. We will also discuss current conservation efforts and ways that you can help the 
species to thrive throughout its life cycle. Registration is required. These programs are very popular! 
Please pick only one!
Monarch Tagging – Girl Scouts Love State Parks Weekend
Saturday, September 19, 2026 1pm to 3pm. Mid-September is the perfect time to witness migrating 
monarchs on their way to overwintering grounds in Southern North America. During this program you 
will have the opportunity to participate as a citizen scientist for Monarch Watch, a conservation and 
research program based at the University of Kansas. Participants will learn to catch, handle, and tag 
monarch butterflies. We will also discuss current conservation efforts and ways that you can help the 
species to thrive throughout its life cycle. Registration is required. This program is only for scouts and 
their families in celebration of Girl Scouts Love State Parks Weekend. 
History of Henry's Woods - Saturday, September 26, 2026 9am to 11am or 1pm to 3pm. Join us 
for a 2 mile hike on sloping terrain to find evidence for the bustling industry that occurred along the 
Bushkill Creek in the early 1800’s. This program is for adults only and they are very popular, please 
sign up for just one!
Fishing Equipment Available - Monday thru Friday, 8:00am to 3:30pm.
Jacobsburg Visitor Center, 400 Belfast Road, Nazareth. Borrow fly rods, spinning rods, fly boxes, 
and tackle to use in Jacobsburg’s creeks! To borrow equipment, you must provide a driver’s license 
or other form of state issued identification. Persons age 16 and older must possess a current fishing 
license to fish. Adults can help children under 16 fish without a license. Bait is not provided. For more 
information call 610-746-2801 or emailjacobsburgsp@pa.gov.
Discovery Backpacks Available - Monday thru Friday, 8:00am to 3:30pm. Jacobsburg Visitor 
Center, 400 Belfast Road, Nazareth
Borrow a backpack full of kid-friendly tools to explore Jacobsburg! These backpacks are best 
for families with young children. Each backpack includes binoculars, notepad, colored pencils, 
magnifying lens, bug box, dip net, and five field guides for exploring the pond, insects, birds, trees, 
butterflies and moths. For more information call 610-746-2801 or emailjacobsburgsp@pa.gov.
   You can view and register for community programs online at https://events.dcnr.pa.gov/search/
events?order=date&search=jacobsburg. If you need an accommodation to participate in a program, 
please contact the park office at 610-746-2801 orjacobsburgsp@pa.gov. Interpreters for people who 
are deaf or hard of hearing are available for educational programs with at least seven days notice.

Sometimes you will 
never know the true value 

of a moment until it 
becomes a memory. 

-Unkown

Email: thebeltandbeyond@gmail.com
in the subject: Vacation/Summer Fun Photo
By mail: The Belt and Beyond

P.O. Box 33, Bangor PA
Attn: Vacation/Summer Fun Photos

Share your vacation or summer fun 
photos in the Belt and Beyond.

mailto:jacobsburgsp@pa.gov
mailto:emailjacobsburgsp@pa.gov
mailto:emailjacobsburgsp@pa.gov
https://events.dcnr.pa.gov/search/
mailto:orjacobsburgsp@pa.gov
mailto:thebeltandbeyond@gmail.com
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Bangor Borough National Night Out

Photos by Lisa Barthelmeus
   On Tuesday August 4th, National Night Out was held in communities across the country. The Bangor Borough 
Police Department and first responders welcomed residents at Bangor Memorial Park to meet the local police and 
first responders along with other organizations. The night included fun, games, live music, and food.

Weona Park Summer Sounds Concert
Photos by Lisa Barthelmeus

  The Large Flowerheads band played to a packed crowd on Sunday, August 9th at Weona Park in Pen Argyl. The last concert 
of the Summer Sounds concert series will be held at Weona Park on August 23rd, the band “Better Off Now” will play.
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St Rocco’s Festival 
Photos by Lisa Barthelmeus

   St Rocco’s held their annual festival August 13th -15th. The festival hosted by St Rocco’s Roman Catholic Church in Martins 
Creek brings crowds for the delicious food, live bands, games, and reuniting with family and friends! 

  See more photos on our Facebook page

  Flag Retirement Ceremony
Photos by Lisa Barthelmeus

 On Sunday, August 9th the Mt Bethel - Portland  American Legion Post 216 held a “Retirement of the Colors” 
ceremony.                                                                                                                                                                                                                             See more photos on our Facebook page
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  80th Annual Blue Valley Farm Show

Photos by Lisa Barthelmeus
  The 80th Annual Blue Valley Farm Show was held the week of August 11th - 15th at The Blue Valley Farm Show 
grounds in Bangor. Nightly dinners, live entertainment, BINGO, exhibits, vendors, tractor and kiddie pulls and a 
youth livestock show and sale brought crowds to the fair. New this year for the kids was a foam party enjoyed by 
all!                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          See more photos on our Facebook page
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 New in the Bangor Public Library

Adult Fiction - The Wild Beneath by Kelly Anderson; 
The Castle in the Glen: A Novel by Rhys Bowen In 
Farleight Field: A Novel by Rhys Bowen; Take What 
You Can by Naima Coster; June Baby: A Novel by 
Shannon Garvey; Monster by S. E. Green; Meet Me in the Garden: A Novel 
by Nina LaCour; Time to Burn by Ellery Lloyd; Adversary to the Villain by 
Hannah Nicole Maehrer; Three Reasons for Revenge by Dervla McTierman; 
The Secret Life of Sunflowers by Marta Molnar; Raising the Titanic by Marta 
Molnar; Time Travel for Beginners by Jaclyn Moriarty; Under the Falls: A 
Novel by Richard Russo; The Secrets We Hide: A Novel by Karin Slaughter; 
The Seekers of Deer Creek: A Novel by Thao Thai Crown Me Dead by Liv 
Zander.
Adult Non Fiction - Erie Canal; Along the Delaware River by Richard C. 
Albert; Korea: A New History of South and North by Victor D. Cha River 
Towns of the Delaware Water Gap by Don Dorflinger; Biological War: A 
Scenario by Annie Jacobsen; Scar Tissue by Anthony Kiedis; Tommy Land 
by Tommy Lee; Make Something Good Today: A Memoir by Erin Napier; The 
Renoir Girls: A Hidden History of Art, War, & Betrayal by Catherine Ostler; 
Sun & Moon Signs by Julia Parker; Hotel Exile: Paris in the Shadow of War 
by Jane Rogoyska; The Housewives Underground: The Untold Story of the 
Women who Made the JFK Assassination Our Most Enduring Mystery by 
Kaitlyn Tiffany.
Large Print Adult Fiction - Meet Me in Paris by Kristin Harmel.
Easy Fiction - Baby Diplodocus Finds Shapes; Bluey’s Heelerween; Thank 
You for this Day by Sheleana Aiyana.  
Junior Fiction - The Lion of Lark-Hayes Manor by Aubrey Hartman.
Young Adult Fiction - Wings of Reverie by Anna Bright; Bitten by Jordan 
Gray; Arcana: The Cursed Fate by Sam Prentice-Jonesl The Dream Thieves: 
The Graphic Novel by Sas Milledge.
DVDs - Doubt; In the Grey; Michael; Pressure.
   The Bangor Public Library is located at 39 S. Main Street, Bangor, PA. The 
phone number is 610-588 4136. Hours: Mon., 1-8pm; Tues., 10am-8pm; 
Wed., 1-8pm; Thurs., 10am-8pm; Fri., 1-5pm; Sat., 10am-4pm; Sun. Closed. 

Blue Mountain Community Library News
   A   Our America on Wheels museum pass is ready for 

checkout!  Stop in today for this wonderful resource, 
courtesy of a sponsorship from Deerfoot Auto Parts.  
The pass is for FREE museum entrance for two adults 

and their children for a family of five, that's a savings of $76!  The 
pass checks out for a three-day circulation period.
   Children ages 3-6 are invited to "Books and Bedtime" story 
times on Thurs., Aug. 27th at 7:00pm.  No registration is required. 
Children are encouraged to wear their coziest pajamas and bring a 
stuffed animal.

   New to the circulating collection:
Adult fiction:  The Final Target (Nora Roberts);  Private Rome 
(James Patterson); An Infinite Love Story (Chanel Cleeton); The 
Secret Book Society (Madeline Martin); Choke Point (Brad Thor); 
Daughters of the Sun and Moon (Lisa See); Our Perfect Storm 
(Carley Fortune); When You Loved Me (Beatriz Williams); The Girls 
Before (Kate Alice Marshall); The Girls Trip (Ally Condie); Lost 
Lambs (Madeline Cash); Jill Is Not Happy (Kaira Rouda);  A Killing 
Cold (Kate Alice Marshall); The Names (Florence Knapp)
 The Missing Half (Ashley Flowers); Next to Heaven (James Frey); 
Forget Me Not (Stacy Willingham); Most Eligible (Isabelle Engel); 
The End of Everything (M. John Harrison); The Favorites (Layne 
Fargo); Horror Movie (Paul Tremblay); The Paradise Problem 
(Christina Lauren); Starling House (Alix E. Harrow);The Last Word 
(Taylor Adams); The Top of the World (Ethan Joella); Ransom (Daniel 
Silva).
Adult nonfiction:  Communion (J.D. Vance); The Solo Honeymoon 
(Laura Murphy);  Fifty States, Five Thousand Ideas (Joe Yogerst).
Large print fiction: All the Colors of the Dark (Chris Whitaker); 
Sisters and Friends in Lavender Bay (Michele Brouder); The 
Author's Guide to Murder (Beatriz Williams, Lauren Willig, Karen 
White); The Maid's Secret (Nita Prose)
The Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo (Taylor Jenkins Reid).
Juvenile fiction: Pen Pals (Edgar Hyde); The Golden Goblet (Edgar 
Hyde); Narwhal: Unicorn of the Sea (Ben Clanton); Super Narwhal 
and Jelly Jolt (Ben Clanton);  The Furball Strikes Back (Aaron 
Blabey);  Attack of the Zittens (Aaron Blabey);  InvestiGATORS 
Ants in Our P.A.N.T.S. (John Patrick Green)  InvestiGATORS Braver 
and Boulder (John Patrick Green); Arthur, Clean Your Room (Marc 
Brown); I’m a Frog! (Mo Willems); Bedtime Favorites (Disney); The 
Fox Went Out on a Chilly Night (Peter Spier); The Adventures of the 
Baby Moos (Lena Schultz); Science Verse (Jon Scieszka).
Juvenile nonfiction: The Slug (Elise Gravel).
   The library is located at 216 S. Robinson Ave. in Pen Argyl.  Hours 
are Monday-Saturday 10am-12pm and Monday and Thursday 
6-8pm.  Questions? Call 610-863-3029 or email info@bmcl.org
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For more information on advertising your business in 
the Business Card Directory, 

Contact us at: 610-704-6818 or email us at: thebeltandbeyond@gmail.com

BUSINESS CARD DIRECTORY

FAIRCHILD'SFAIRCHILD'S
Concrete Contracting, Inc.Concrete Contracting, Inc.

1920 South Delaware Drive1920 South Delaware Drive
 Mt Bethel, PA Mt Bethel, PA

FAX: 570-879-0115

 • FREE ESTIMATES • 
Give us a call 570-897-0116

Foundations • Sidewalks • Patios 
Providing quality service and 
satisfaction to our customers

for over 35 years!
Licensed and Insured           

PA#031420

Classified line ad rates up to 20 words
$15 per issue each or $25 for 2 issues.

There will be an additional charge of
25 cents per word over 25 words

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY
1 ISSUE: ____  2 ISSUES: ______

1 Column X 1.25"
 $20 per insertion or $35 for 2 Issues

or
1 Column X 1.75" 

$28 per insertion or $50 for 2 Issues

Have Tools will Travel      
PA License #PA052758

HANDYMAN
SERVICE 

All Types of Building Repair
*Trees Removed  *Welding  
*Painting* Powerwashing  

*Plumbing & Electric
William Wolf & Family                       
570-801-1634 (Cell)

Kunkletown, PA.

HELP WANTED
RENTALS • FOR SALE
ADVERTISE IT HERE!

Send your classified ads 
THE BELT AND BEYOND 

by mail  P.O. BOX 33, Bangor, PA. 
or  Email

thebeltandbeyond@gmail.com

ADVERTISE YOUR 
YARD SALE FREE in 

The Belt and Beyond

DaysDays
Pen Argyl Borough 

Pen Argyl Borough will hold community wide Yard Sale 
days Friday, September 18th - Sunday, September 
20th. No permit needed. 

Let Cat’s Cleaning and Organizing
bring calm, order, and comfort 

to your pace

570-856-7081      catscleaningand organizing@gmail.com

SERVICE OPTIONS
ONE TIME CLEANING - Ideal for regular upkeep and maintaining a clean, comfortable home.
DEEP CLEANING - A thorough, top-to-bottom clean for a refreshed and renewed space
ORGANIZING - Declutter, organize, and create functional, beautiful spaces.

CUSTOM PACKAGES AVAILABLE

mailto:thebeltandbeyond@gmail.com
mailto:thebeltandbeyond@gmail.com
mailto:organizing@gmail.com


Fall will soon be here! 
Time to start thinking 
about fall advertising.
Let us help promote your business or 

event in The Belt and Beyond. 
Call for advertising rates

610-704-6818 or
Email:thebeltandbeyond@gmail.com

www.thebeltandbeyond.com

mailto:thebeltandbeyond@gmail.com
http://www.thebeltandbeyond.com

